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guineas each, and some even paid five. The man I had
engaged with behaved honourably, coming to shew me to
his boat, taking Bourchier with me. At half past one in the
morning of the 4th of January 1769, we got into the Boat,
and reached the Plassey in perfect safety. Giving the people
three guineas for myself and Bourchier, they were well
satisfied. I immediately got into my cot; the sea being
smooth and the wind right aft, I slept tolerably well till
eight o'clock in the morning, when I awoke rather qualmish,
but dressing and going upon deck, the sharp air re-
covered me.

I heard upon enquiry that we were below Dungeness,
and that the East Indiamen in company were, the Pigot,
Captain Richardson ; Triton, Honourable Captain Elphin-
stone; Hector, Captain Williams; Nottingham, Captain
Stokes ; Ashburnham, Captain Pearce; Earl of Lincoln,
Captain Hardwicke ; Hampshire, Captain Smith ; Crutten-
den, Captain Baker; Osterley, Captain Welch; Speaker,
Captain Todd; Eoyal Charlotte, Captain Clements; Glat-
ton, Captain Doveton, and the SpeJce, Captain Jackson,
besides a great number of vessels bound to the West Indies,
America, and different parts of the world, the whole Fleet
forming to me who had never before beheld any thing of
the kind a grand and interesting spectacle.

Being summoned to the Cuddy to breakfast, I had not
been there five minutes when I turned deadly sick, was
obliged to retire to my cot, from whence I scarcely stirred
for ten days, during which I was in a very lamentable con-
dition, straining so violently from having nothing in my
stomach to throw up that I often thought I must, like my
poor mother, die upon the ocean. Mr. Gowdie, the Surgeon,
afterwards told me he for several days had been under
serious alarm about me, considering me in imminent danger
of bursting a blood vessel.

We had tempestuous weather through the Bay of
Biscay, with a prodigious sea, but the wind being fair,
our progress was rapid, of which the officers frequently
told me by way of comfort, but so ill was I that it